CHAPTER LXX
THE FIRE-WALK
ELSEWHERE I have described the custom of the Fire-walk,
or religious rite of walking through fire or over red-hot
stones.1 Among the Oraons of Chota Nagpur in India,
where a village happens to have a seat of the great god
Mahadeo, the devotees (Bhagats) of the god, as an act of
religious merit, ceremonially walk over burning charcoal on
certain occasions. It is believed that on such occasions, by
the grace of the god Mahadeo, his devotees pass unscathed
over this burning charcoal although they actually stamp
their feet on it.2
In India among the wild tribes of the Afghan Frontier
Mr. Pennell met an itinerant fakir or Mohammedan holy
man who sold charms for the cure of diseases. " One of his
performances was to walk through fire, professedly by the
power of the Mohammedan Kalimah? A trench was dug
in the ground, and filled with charcoal and wood, which was
set alight. After the fire had somewhat died down, the still
glowing embers were beaten down with sticks, and then the
fakir, reciting the Kalimah with great zest, proceeded to
deliberately walk across, after which he invited the more
daring among the faithful to follow his example, assuring
them that if they recited the creed in the same way and with
sincerity, they would suffer no harm. Some went through
the ordeal and showed no signs of having suffered from it;
* Balder the Beautiful, ii. I sqq.              ' Kali-mob, the Mohammedan con-
fession of faith:  " There is no God
1 S. C. Roy, The Oraons of Chota     but   God,   and   Mohammed   is the
Nagpur, 171.                                        prophet of God."
457